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could readily go to its assistance. The plan
unfortunately was but imperfectly carried out.
The Russians were always deliberate and slow to
move; and in this case Kutusoff's army Was ex-
hausted by its long marches across the steppes in
pursuit of the French. As a matter of fact it did
not even start from the Russian headquarters at
Kalisch until long after Bliicher had reached the
Elbe, so that the latter, whose whole forces
numbered but 40,000, could not follow his natural
inclination and boldly take the offensive. The
viceroy of Italy, Eug&ne Beauharnais, was already
at hand with more than 80,000 men, and reinforce-
ments were reaching him in a steady stream.
The Rhine Confederation had remained faithful
to Napoleon, still believing in his lucky star; and
Bavaria, Wurttemberg, and other states had
already sent their contingents.

There was much to disquiet Blucher. It is true,
on the 5th of April, his forces attacked and dis-
lodged French outposts that had already crossed
the Elbe and established themselves at Mockern,
driving them back across the river with consider-
able loss. Blucher then himself crossed the Elbe
and made his headquarters in Dresden, whence
he pressed on to the river Mulde. But the in-
tentions of the enemy, which greatly outnumbered
him, as we have said, were by no means clear. It
was learned that Eugene Beauharnais was massing
his troops on the lower Saale, but it was impossible
to tell whether this was for the purpose of re-